one, and that were a horrible thing before God; and
also, a woman could not please too many folk at once.
And also, there should never be peace or rest among
them; for each would demand his own thing. And
furthermore, no man should know his own get, nor
who should inherit his property; and the woman
should be the less beloved from the time that she
were joined with many men.
Now comes the question, How should a man con-
duct himself toward his wife? and specifically in two
things, that is to say, in tolerance and reverence, as
Christ showed when He first made woman. For He
made her not of the head of Adam, because she
should not claim to exercise great lordship. For wher-
ever the woman has the mastery she causes too much
disorder; there are needed no instances of this. The
experience of every day ought to suffice. Also, cer-
tainly, God did not make woman of the foot of
Adam, because she should not be held in too great
contempt; for she cannot patiently endure: but God
* made woman of the rib of Adam, because woman
should be a companion to man. Man should conduct
amself toward his wife in faith, in truth, and in
ave; as Saint Paul says: "Husbands, love your wives,
.ven as Christ also loved the Church, and gave Him-
telf for it." So should a man give himself for his
dfe, if there be need.
Now how a woman should be subject to her hus-
band, that is told by Saint Peter. First, by obedience.
And also, as says the law, a woman who is a wife, as
long as she is a wife, has no authority to make oath
or to bear witness without the consent of her hus-
band, who is her lord; in any event he should be so,
in reason. She should also serve him in all honour,
and be modest in her dress. I know well that they
should resolve to please their husbands, but not by
the finery of their array. Saint Jerome says that wives
who go apparelled in silk and in precious purple
cannot clothe themselves in Jesus Christ. Also, what

